
SAMAC

Macadamia pest and disease management chart

Cut open prematurely
aborted nuts (early season)

Knockdown scouting
(Dichlorvos)

Monitor insect incidence on
fallen nuts (mid season)

Monitor eggs on main stems
and branches

Branch shaking
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10 freshly fallen nuts should be cut
open per monitoring tree and bug
lesions should be recorded

Monitoring should continue as long as there are nuts on the trees. Stinkbug activity normally decreases after May.
Apply knockdown sprays early in the morning and keep the period from spraying to collection of the bugs as
constant as possible

Nuts should not drop during this period –
determine the cause.

Although eggs are deposited all over the tree the
majority are found on the basal 3m of the main trunk

Branch shaking is unfortunately relatively inaccurate
use this technique only during this period to confirm
other observations.

Although eggs are laid throughout the season a well defined peak
occurs during late Nov which is the best time for applying a pesticide
with a contact action. Refer to manufacturers recommendation for
pheromone based products

After shell hardening larvae cannot feed
on kernel

Nuts remain immature because husk
feeding larvae sever vascular tissue
connecting the nut to the plant.
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T h e s e i n s e c t s a r e
saprophytic and do not
damage flowers. Spraying
during this period will
compromise yield

Although not confirmed, the presence of these insects is probably
related to a harsh spraying program. Damage to husks will not
influence yield or quality.
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Scout for typical rat tail
symptoms. Sprays should be
applied before 10% of the
flowers are open. This disease
is no longer a problem after
dead sepals have fallen. No
products are registered contact
ARC-ITSC,QMS or Subtrop for
latest recommendations.

Symptoms are prevalent throughout the year but lesions become active during warmer conditions. Roots are fairly resistant but fungus can gain entry into the plantthe
through wound or natural cracks. This fungus is widespread in Lowveld soils and irrigation water. The weekly stinkbug scouting should also include the Phytop thoras h
status of monitoring plants.Although no chemical has been registered methods used for avocados are applicable where this disease is found. ContactARC-ITSC,QMSyet
or Subtrop for the latest recommendations
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Should only be done when excessive
stink bug populations are present in
combination  with poor flowering

Sprays can be withheld
during the first 4 -5 weeks
post flowering provided that
flowering is normal and bug
damage on fallen nuts does
not exceed 30%

Full cover high volume spray ± 9 weeks after main flowering when fruit
reached a medial diameter of 21 mm. Do not routinely treat for nut
borer -spray only when significant infestation occur

Treat only when stinkbugs exceed damage threshold of 4/10 trees
or when scouting results indicate increased bug activity for 2 – 3
successive weeks. Mature nuts with hard shells never become
resistant against stink bugs

Apply only
a f t e r
f l ower ing ,
registration
of product
pending

Egg laying

Damage peak (husk and
kernel)

Kernel resistant

Nut borer induced
immaturity

Thrips during flowering time

Thrips on the foliage during
the remainder of production
season

Blossom blight

Phytophthora stem canker

Clean up spray prior to
main flowering (stink bug)

E a r l y s e a s o n s p r a y s
immediately after flowering
(stink bug)

Nut borer spray

Mid – late season sprays
(stink bug)

Soil application of neo
nicotinoid based systemic
insecticides
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